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B
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Captain Robert Ward, Director of the IHO, will speak to the use and misuse of nautical charts
and provide insights into fundamental issues affecting the proper use of ECDIS at the Maritime
Institute of Technology and Graduate Studies (MITAGS) on Thursday, May 13, 2010, at 0930.
Captain Ward will be available after the morning lecture to take questions from the audience.
There is no charge for the lecture, but seating is limited.

To sign up, please send an e-mail to Glen Paine at gpaine@mitags.org. Hotel and meal
accommodations are available for attendees. Please indicate in your email if you need hotel and
/ or meal arrangements. For more information, please call 443-989-3233.
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Captain Robert Ward

Director, International Hydrographic Bureau

Captain Robert Ward was born in England and joined the Royal Australian Navy in 1983
after 13 years service in the British Royal Navy. As a seaman officer and hydrographer he
has served both afloat and ashore in various appointments associated with nautical chart
making and surveying. Captain Ward has qualified as a chartered hydrographic surveyor.

During a naval career of 37 years, over 20 of which were spent in ships, he was engaged in
numerous hydrographic and oceanographic surveys around the world; including the Atlantic,
Pacific and Indian Oceans, the Mediterranean, and in the Arctic and Antarctic. In addition he
conducted many detailed coastal and harbour surveys around UK, Australia and islands of the
South West Pacific.

Captain Ward has served in various capacities in British and Australian Navy surveying
ships. Notable sea postings included Officer-in-Charge of the RAN Detached Survey Unit,
Executive Officer of the oceanographic research vessel HMAS COOK and Commanding
Officer of HMAS MORESBY, surveying ship. He also served for a short time as a deck
officer in the British merchant navy. Ashore, his experience has included strategic planning,
capability development, project management, commercial support programs, hydrographic
training both in the UK and as Officer-in-Charge of the Royal Australian Navy Hydrographic
School, personnel management, chart data licensing and hydrographic data copyright.

Captain Ward has a long history of involvement in national and international hydrographic
relations with particular emphasis on the implementation and development of policies
associated with electronic chart navigation and digital hydrographic data. He has wide
experience of the IHO, IMO and related inter-governmental organizations dealing with
navigation safety and standards. He has been instrumental in the implementation of both
military and commercial electronic charting standards worldwide, serving on a number of
committees and working groups including as Chairman of the IHO CHRIS, the then technical
steering committee of the International Hydrographic Organization.

In September 2007 Captain Ward assumed his position as one of the three co-Directors at the
International Hydrographic Bureau, in Monaco. His principal responsibility is the
administration of the technical program of the International Hydrographic Organization. In
addition, he is the Director assigned to the following Regional Hydrographic Commissions:
Baltic, Canada and the US, East Asia, Nordic, and the South West Pacific.

Captain Ward was the Deputy Hydrographer of Australia prior to his retirement from the
Navy in 2007.
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